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Describing visual aids – phrases from textbook on page 32 
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Useful phrases to describe graphs, charts, … 
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Useful phrases

Introducing your point
My first point is

1d like to outline / examine / propose ...

What I'm arguing for s ..
Let’s start with ...
Moving on to my next point ..

Explaining
In other words ...

Another way to think of this is
‘What I mean is
‘This means that

Giving examples
For example / instance ...
Let me give you an example ...

Recapping and returning to your point
So far I've talked about / we've seen how
We've also looked at .

As Tsaid before / earlier

“This s a really imporant point ..
To sum up, I believe this proposal
So, that's enough about .

So T've explained why

S0as you can sce ...

Let’s return to my earlier point.

Imagining a dream or disaster
Imagine the following situation ...

Let’s take a few minutes to imagine ...

1f we asked ... they would probably say ...

If we continue to .. the consequences will be ...
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Useful phrases

Referring to your visuals

Now let’s ook at ..

“This shows / ilustrates .

As you can see from this ...

Take a look at this graph / chart / table.

Explaining the visual aids

The different colours indicate / represent
This upward / downward trend shows

Pd like to draw your attention o this ine ...
It’s divided into ...

Ive broken it down into ...

Trends

4 increase, go up, rise, pick up.

© stay the same, remain the same, hold steady
3 decrease, go down, fall, decline

Describing cause and effect
“This is connected to ...
The reason for this is

This is caused by
This is due to ..
This resulted in ..

This is because of ..
/This is a result of
This led o ...

Handouts
Docs everyone have a copy of the handout
Can you turn o page X of the handout?

You can sce the graph on page X of the
handout.

Tl be giving everyone copies of this at the end.
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[} Describing Increases

Verb / Phrase

rose / increased / went up.
climbed / grew / improved
peaked at

reached its highest point

Useful adverbs:

Example

Energy consumption rose in June.
The figure grew steadily until June.
It peaked at 37 TWh in June.

Consumption reached its highest point in June.

slightly, gradually, steadily, sharply, dramaticall, significantl, rapidly

[ Describing Decreases

Verb / Phrase

fell/ dropped / declined
decreased / went down
plunged / sank

reached its lowest point

[ Describing Sta

Phrase

remained stable:

stayed the same
fluctuated

showed some variation

Example

It fell sharply in July.

The level went down between June and August.

It plunged to 12 TWh in August

It reached its lowest point in August.

ty or Fluctuation

Example

It remained stable at around 30 TWh
Consumption stayed the same from March to May.
It fluctuated slightly in autumn

There was some variation between September and
November.




